11 Jumaada’l Oola 1432
5

April 15, 2011

In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful

'READ'
Vol. 23

N

A Voice of the Muslim Ummah

No. 3-4

Islamic Concept of Prophethood
Maulana Sayyid Abul Hasan Ali Nadvi
Finality of Prophethood

ow, that I have placed before
you, thanks to God, the salient
features of prophethood, in
general, and that of the last Prophet g, in
particular, as one finds it delineated in the
Qur’an and the Sunnah, it appears necessary that I should say something about the
finality of prophethood also. The enquiry
of this issue should proceed in the light
of the Qur’an, Hadith and history of religions. This should, in fact, not only be in
the sequel of any talk on prophethood, but
is also demanded by the erratic and monstrous hair-splitting of the topic by certain
self-seeking and wayward persons whose
sole aim in raising this question is to mislead Muslims and to change their accepted
belief in the finality of Muhammad g by
posing it as a disputed issue. The treatment of the subject, thus, requires a more
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detailed treatment than I have attempted in
the earlier chapters.
Perfection of Islam
The Will and Pleasure of the Omnipotent
God unfolded itself by making Islam perfect and complete, suited to the demands
of all times and climes. Muhammad g,
the blessed Apostle of God, faithfully delivered the message vouchsafed to him and
strived with all his might to raise an Ummat or community which could discharge
the responsibilities of prophets, and, then,
this Ummat was entrusted the charge of
spreading the message of Islam, safeguarding its pristine purity against all deviations
and innovations and, also, of assuming the
leadership of humanity in order to guide it
on the right path.
“You are the best community that hath
been raised up for mankind. Ye enjoin right
conduct and forbid indecency; and ye believe in Allah.”[Q. 3:110]
It all happened in accordance with the
Divine Knowledge which is ancient and
eternal; the pre-ordained Will of God was
continued on page 12
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important one in as much as it is concerned
with the emancipated life of a human being.
As such, it can well be termed as the First
Human Charter given to ailing humanity
some fourteen hundred years back and on
which nothing has been added till today.
The best of speech is the Book of Allâh
and the best of guidance is the one brought
by Muhammad g. This is guidance in which
he summarizes all that Allâh ordered him to
deliver. Peace and blessing of Allâh be upon
the Prophet g.

The month of Rabi’ul Awwal, recently
passed, has been a month of great significance
for Muslims. Many Muslims regard it as the
month of birth of the Prophet ; others consider it as the month of death of the Prophet
. There is considerable disagreement about
the month of birth but almost all accept it
as the month of death. There is also some
difference of opinion about the actual date
of birth. The majority agrees that the day
was Monday and the 12th of Rabi’ul Awwal.
Observance of this day, unfortunately in
mimicry of the People of the Book, has become an unavoidable occurrence throughout
Muslim populations. We urge every Muslim
to follow the sunnah of Prophet g and his
rightly guided Khulafa
when it
comes to establishing days of importance
in our lives. There is uncountable blessing
in remembering Allâh and sending Salaam
and Darood on His last messenger is one of
the best ways to celebrate this remembrance.
This celebration is not tied with any one day.
Sending Salaam and Darood on the Last
Messenger of Allâh g is beneficial everyday.
In fact some of the scholars and our pious
ancestors used to send Salaam and Darood
300 times everyday. Some had the fortune
to send much Salaam and Darood on every
Thursday and or Friday, and there are other
routines authentically recommended by the
Prophet himself. In this spirit the editorial
this month is a gift to all readers. This last
major speech by the Prophet proves that
even in the last moments of his life, when
he was on the way towards his Lord, the
idea haunting his mind was lest mankind
should be deprived of peace and tranquility after he left. So the sermon delivered
on the occasion known as the Farewell
Pilgrimage Address is most significant in its
nature. Being the last Khutbah of the Holy
Prophet’s g life of 63 years, it is the most

The Sermon of the Farewell Pilgrimage
(Quoted from Sermons of the Prophet
(Peace be upon him) by S F H Faizi. Kitab
Bhavan, 1991.)
All praise is due to Allâh, so we praise Him,
and seek His pardon and we turn to Him.
We seek refuge with Allâh from the evils
of ourselves and from the evil consequences
of our deeds, Whom Allâh guideth aright,
there is none to lead him astray; and there is
none to guide him aright whom Allâh leads
astray. I bear witness that there is no God but
Allâh, the One, having no partner with Him.
His is the Sovereignty and to Him is due all
praise, He grants life and causes death and is
Powerful over everything. There is no God
but Allâh, the One; He fulfilled His promise
and helped His servant and He alone routed
the confederates.
O people, listen to my words! for I do
not know whether we shall meet again and
perform Hajj after this year.
O ye People! Allâh says: “O people we
created you from one male and one female
and made you into tribes and nations, so that
you are known to one another. Verily in the
sight of Allâh, the most honoured amongst
you is the one who is the most God-fearing”
There is no superiority for an Arab over a
non-Arab and for a non-Arab over an Arab;
nor for the white over the black nor for the
black over the white except in piety. All
continued on page 
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Behold! It is not permissible for a woman
to give anything from the wealth of her
husband to anyone but with his consent.
Treat the women kindly, since they are
your helpers and are not in a position to
manage their affairs themselves. Fear Allâh
concerning them, for verily you have taken
them on the security of Allâh and have made
their persons lawful unto you by words of
Allâh.
O people! Allâh, the Mighty and Exalted,
has ordained to everyone his due share (of
inheritance). Hence there is no need (of special) testament for an heir (departing from
the rules laid down by the Shari’ah).
The child belongs to the marriage-bed and
the violator of wedlock shall be stoned. And
reckoning of their deeds rests with Allâh.
He, who attributes his ancestry to other
than his father or claims his clientship to
other than his master, the curse of Allâh is
upon him.
All debts must be repaid, all borrowed
property must be returned, gifts should be
reciprocated and a surety must make good

continued from page 

mankind is the progeny of Adam and Adam
was fashioned out of clay.
Behold! every claim of privilege whether
that of blood or property, is under my feet
except that of the custody of Allâh’s House
(Ka’aba) and supplying of waters to the
pilgrimage.
Then he said:
O people of Quraysh! Do not appear with
the burden of this world around your necks,
whereas other people may appear (before
their Lord) with the rewards of the Hereafter.
In that case ! shall avail you naught against
Allâh.
Behold! all practices of the days of Ignorance are now under my feet. The blood
revenges of the days of Ignorance are remitted. And the first claim on blood I abolish
is that of Ibne Rabi’ah bin AI-Harith who
was nursed (brought up) in Beni Sa’d and
who was killed by the Hudhayls. All interest and usurious dues accruing from the age
of Ignorance stand wiped out. And the first
amount of interest that I remit is that which
Abbas bin Abdul Mutallib had to receive.
Verily, it is being remitted entirely.
O people! Verily your blood, your property and your honour are sacred and inviolable until you appear before your Lord, as
the sacred inviolability of this day of yours,
this month of yours, and this very town (of
yours). Verily, you will soon meet your Lord
and you will be held accountable for your
deeds.
O people! Verily, you have got certain
rights over your women - and your women
have certain rights over you. It is your right
upon them that they must not allow anybody
save you to come to your bed and admit none
to enter your homes whom you do not like
but with your permission. And it is for them
not to commit acts of impropriety, which
if they do, you are authorised by Allâh to
separate them from your beds and chastise
them, but not severely, and if they refrain,
then clothe and feed them properly.
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the loss to the assured.
Beware! No one committing a crime is
responsible for it but himself. Neither the
child is responsible for the crime of his
father, nor the father is responsible for the
crime of his child.
Nothing of his brother is lawful for a
Muslim except what he himself gives willingly. So do not wrong yourselves.
O people! Every Muslim is the brother
of every other Muslim, and all the Muslims
form one brotherhood.
And your slaves! see that you feed them
with such food as you eat yourselves, and
clothe them with the clothes as you yourselves wear.
Beware that you go not astray after me
and strike one another’s necks. He who
(amongst you) has any trust with him, he
must return it to its owner.
If a mangled black slave is appointed your
Amir, listen to him, and obey him provided
he executes the Ordinance of the Book of
Allâh amongst you.
O people! There is no Prophet to come
after me and there would be no Ummah to
form after you.
Verily I have left amongst you that which
would never lead you astray, the Book of
Allâh, and the Sunnah of His Messenger,
which, if you hold fast, you shall never
be misled. And beware of transgressing
the limits set in the matters of Deen, for it
is transgression of (the proper bounds of)
Deen, that brought destruction to many
people before you.
Verily the Shaitan is disappointed at ever
being worshipped in this land of yours, but
if obedience in anything (short of worship
is expected that is): he will be pleased in
matters you may be disposed to think insignificant, so beware of him in the matters
of your Deen.
Behold! worship your Lord; offer prayers
five times a day; observe fast in the month of
Ramazan; Pay readily the Zakat (poor-due)
on your property; and perform pilgrimage

to the House of Allâh and obey your rulers
and you will be admitted to the Paradise of
your Lord.
O people! Postponement (of a sacred
month) (The Idolaters used to postpone a
sacred month in which war was forbidden,
when they wanted to wage war and make up
for it by hallowing another month) is only
an excess of disbelief whereby those who
disbelieve are misled, they allow it one year
and forbid it (another year) that they may
make up the number of the months which
Allâh hath hallowed, so that they allow that
which Allâh hath forbidden. And verily
the time hath adopted the shape of the day
when Allâh hath created the heavens and
the earth. And Lo! the number of months
with Allâh is twelve months. Four of them
are sacred. Three are consecutive months
(Dhul-Qa’dah, Dhul-Hijjah and Muharram)
and the Rajab, in between the months of
Jumadah and Sha’ban.
Let him that is present, convey it unto him
who is absent. For many people to whom the
message is conveyed may be more mindful
of it than the audience.
And if you were asked about me, what
would you say?
They answered: we bear witness that
you have conveyed the trust (of Deen) and
discharged your ministry of apostlehood
and looked to our welfare.
Thereupon Allâh’s Messenger (may
Allâh’s peace be upon him) lifted his forefinger towards the sky and then pointing
towards the people said:
- O Lord: Bear Thou witness unto it.
- O Lord: Bear Thou witness unto it.
- O Lord: Bear Thou witness unto it.

--

Furû’-ul-Îmân

The Branches of Faith
Ml. Ashraf Ali Thanvi V

[Translation and hadith citations, Nadeem Abdul Hamid]

Removal of a Doubt
No one should get the impression that I
am discouraging the acquisition of worldly
gains, nor that I am declaring forbidden
(harâm) the methods of such acquisition,
such as learning English or utilizing and
developing new inventions. How can I dare
to invent such a lie against Allâh by passing a ruling of impermissibility without any
Sharî’ah basis and only on my own prejudice? In no way is this my intent – earn as
much of the world as you can, work in your
employments, and provide means as much
as needed. In fact, most often external peace
and satisfaction is the cause of inner peace.
However, do not discard and waste away
your Islâm. Do not consider it as useless and
try to be particular on enforcing the divine
rules and regulations at all times. Do not
give preference to the world over your dîn.
Whenever the two come in conflict, throw
the world benefit in the fire. Do not become
heedless of the duties of prayer and fasting in your engagement towards acquiring
worldly knowledge. Remain firm in the beliefs of Islâm.
Stay away from evil company. If such
company is not completely avoidable, then
at least do not retain friendship with them.
Do not be averse to retaining the company
of the scholars (‘ulamâ) and pious people.
Set right your beliefs and actions by remaining in their service. If you have any doubt,
do not hesitate to ask them about it.
Do not set your sight on that which is not
true. Always be mindful that Allâh, the Exalted, is All-Seeing and Well-Informed of
your sayings and actions. Remain fearful of
the accounting and recompense of the Hereafter. In your behavior and dress, keep to the
Sharî’ah.
--

Do not despise the poor and needy – consider it an honor to serve and associate with
them. Be humble and modest and especially in the presence of elders, be polite. Do
not oppress or become angry upon anyone.
Cultivate a tender heart. Do not become
hard-hearted and careless.
Whatever you can acquire by lawful
means, be content with it. Do not become
greedy by looking at those who are wealthier than you. Pass your life in simplicity so
that you avoid extravagance and through
this you will also not become greedy for
more and more income.
Behave as completely as possible according to the Islâmic rules of ethics and
conduct. If, with correct beliefs, strict adherence to the code of good deeds and ethics, and an Islâmic way of life, you go to
London and become a distinguished barrister, magistrate, and deputy collector, my
eyes will get brightened and my heart will
be very happy,
Oh Allâh! Guide us to the straight path;
The path of those whom Thou hast favored;
Not (the path) of those who have earned
Thine anger, nor of those who went astray.
Thanksgiving (Shukr)
All praise is due to Allâh that these 30
branches of faith related to the heart have
been covered, with explanation of their virtues and related topics. If you think of any
trait related to the heart, then upon considering it carefully you will find that it falls
under one or another of these 30 branches.
Oh Seekers of Truth, try your best to reform you heart to fit these characteristics.
Once the heart has been reformed, refor
mation of the tongue and other limbs is
very easy. Just as it has been mentioned in
the hadîth,
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reported that the Messenger of Allâh
said,
“Dictate to your dying man: Lâ ilâha illallâh (‘There is no god except Allâh’).”

“Truly, in the body there is a piece of
flesh; if it is sound, the whole body is
sound; and if it is corrupt, the whole body
is corrupt. Truly, it is the heart.”

Hadrat Ibn ‘Umar reported Rasûlullâh
as saying,
“I have been ordered to fight the people until they bear testimony to the fact
that there is no god except Allâh and
Muhammad is His Messenger, and they
establish prayer, and pay zakâh. And when
they do that, then their blood and wealth
are safe from me except for what is due to
Islâm and their reckoning will be at Allâh’s
hand.”

But do not think that until your heart is
reformed, you will abandon the reformation of the tongue and remainder of your
body parts. The reformation of those is
also obligatory in itself. Sometimes, also,
the internal reformation is achieved first by
external reformation.
Now, proceed to those branches of faith
which are related to the tongue…

Imâm Ahmad
records the Prophet
as saying,
“Renew your faith!” It was asked, “How
can we renew our faith?” He replied,
“Recite plentifully Lâ ilâha illallâh.”78

2. Second Chapter
Those branches of îmân that are associated with the tongue are 7:
1. To pronounce the kalimah tawhîd;
2. To recite the Holy Qur’ân;
3. To learn;
4. To teach;
5. To engage in supplication (du’â);
6. To engage in remembrance of Allâh
(dhikr); and,
7. To avoid useless and forbidden speech.
As we did with the branches of faith related to the heart, we will briefly discuss
the virtues of these seven characteristics
and related matters.

These ahâdîth establish the great bounty
of the kalimah:
– Lâ ilâha illallâh. The pious sûfiyyah, Allâh have mercy
upon them, have described many ways of
exercising it. At this point, there are a few
points that need consideration.
Verbal Profession: A Prerequisite (shart)
or a Part (shatr) of Îmân?
According to all the authorities of Islâm
(Ahl-e-Haqq) it is necessary that one must
have conviction (i.e. in the heart) for îmân
to exist. However, there is discussion regarding verbal profession (iqrâr) and actions (‘amal). With regard to verbal profession (of faith), the argument is whether it
is an integral part of faith or a prerequisite
for îmân – that is, whether it is included
in (the definition) of îmân or excluded. A
close look will reveal that this distinction is
only a token difference, for it is universally

2.1.	To Pronounce the Kalimah Tawhîd
Hadrat Abû Dharr Ghifâri
reports
that the Prophet said,
“There is no servant who affirms his faith
in Lâ ilâha illallâh and dies in that state
who will not enter Paradise.” I (Abû Dharr)
said, “Even if he committed adultery and
theft?” He replied, “(Yes,) even if he committed adultery and theft.” He repeated this
answer three times.
Abû Sa’îd

and Abû Hurayrah

 Part of a longer hadîth narrated by Hadrat Nu’mân bin Bashîr h and recorded by
Bukhâri and Muslim. Also found in the Arba’în
of Imâm Nawawi.
 Bukhâri and Muslim 1/172.

continued on page 
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 Mishkât 12 from Bukhâri and Muslim. Also
found in the Arba’în of Imâm Nawawi.
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Good Deeds: Prerequisite or Part of
Îmân?
With regard to actions (‘amal), the argument is whether they are included in îmân
or not. Again, a close look reveals that this
is only a difference of words. Those who
include it as a “part” of îmân, they agree
that abandonment of good deeds (a’mâl-esâlihah) does not result in the negation of
one’s faith – thus, when they include good
deeds as being part of faith, they mean
“perfect faith” (îmân-e-kâmil), or faith connected to actions (maqrûn bil-a’mâl). As
for those who exclude action from “faith”,
they are referring to the essence and conviction of îmân. Thus, there are two meanings of îmân here: the first referring to that
(level of) “faith” which will save a person
from entering the Fire at all; and the latter
referring to that “faith” which will prevent

agreed that with such profession it is not
possible for îmân to exist. Thus, one realizes that “shatr” and “shart” are not meant
in their technical meaning, for if something
does not exist to begin with, then the question of its being part or prerequisite does
not arise. In fact, the ones who label verbal
profession as being a “prerequisite” of îmân
do so in order for the implementation of the
external laws (ahkâm-e-zâhirah) of Islâm.
And the ones who consider verbal profession a “part” of faith, it is for clarification
that this “part” is surplus and is possible
to be dropped (i.e. under duress). Thus, the
two opinions are agreed that the reality of
îmân is not dependent upon verbal declaration; however without it, it is not possible
to practically enforce the laws of Islâm,
thus some have labeled it as being “part”
and others as “prerequisite” of faith.

continued on page 15
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APR-MAY PRAYER TIMES, NEW HAVEN
DAY

FAJR SHURUQ ZUHR ASR———— MAGRIB ISHA
DWN SUNRISE
Shafi’i Hanafi SNSET NGHT

15	4:33
16	4:31
17	4:29
18	4:27
19	4:25
20	4:23
21	4:22
22	4:20
23	4:18
24	4:16
25	4:14	
26	4:12
27	4:10
28	4:08
29	4:06
30	4:05

6:12
6:11
6:09
6:08
6:06
6:05
6:03
6:02
6:00
5:59
5:57
5:56
5:55
5:53
5:52
5:51

1	4:03
2	4:01
3
3:59
4	
3:57
5
3:56
6
3:54	
7
3:52
8
3:50
9
3:49
10
3:47
11
3:45
12
3:44	
13
3:42
14	
3:40
15
3:39
16
3:37
17
3:36
18
3:34	
19
3:33
20
3:31
21
3:30
22
3:28
23
3:27
24	
3:26
25
3:25
26
3:23
27
3:22
28
3:21
29
3:20
30
3:19
31
3:18

5:49
5:48
5:47
5:45
5:44	
5:43
5:42
5:41
5:39
5:38
5:37
5:36
5:35
5:34	
5:33
5:32
5:31
5:30
5:29
5:29
5:28
5:27
5:26
5:25
5:25
5:24	
5:23
5:23
5:22
5:22
5:21

April
12:52	4:36
12:51	4:36
12:51	4:36
12:51	4:37
12:51	4:37
12:51	4:37
12:50	4:38
12:50	4:38
12:50	4:38
12:50	4:39
12:50	4:39
12:49	4:39
12:49	4:40
12:49	4:40
12:49	4:40
12:49	4:41
May
12:49	4:41
12:49	4:41
12:48	4:41
12:48	4:42
12:48	4:42
12:48	4:42
12:48	4:43
12:48	4:43
12:48	4:43
12:48	4:43
12:48	4:44	
12:48	4:44	
12:48	4:44	
12:48	4:45
12:48	4:45
12:48	4:45
12:48	4:45
12:48	4:46
12:48	4:46
12:48	4:46
12:48	4:47
12:48	4:47
12:48	4:47
12:48	4:48
12:49	4:48
12:49	4:48
12:49	4:48
12:49	4:49
12:49	4:49
12:49	4:49
12:49	4:50

LUNAR
DATES

5:35
5:35
5:36
5:37
5:37
5:38
5:39
5:39
5:40
5:41
5:41
5:42
5:42
5:43
5:44	
5:44	

7:32
7:33
7:34	
7:35
7:36
7:37
7:38
7:39
7:40
7:41
7:42
7:44	
7:45
7:46
7:47
7:48

9:11
9:13
9:14
9:16
9:17
9:19
9:20
9:22
9:23
9:25
9:26
9:28
9:30
9:31
9:33
9:34

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

5:45
5:45
5:46
5:47
5:47
5:48
5:49
5:49
5:50
5:50
5:51
5:51
5:52
5:53
5:53
5:54	
5:54	
5:55
5:55
5:56
5:56
5:57
5:58
5:58
5:59
5:59
6:00
6:00
6:01
6:01
6:02

7:49
7:50
7:51
7:52
7:53
7:54	
7:55
7:56
7:57
7:58
7:59
8:00
8:01
8:02
8:03
8:04	
8:05
8:06
8:07
8:08
8:09
8:10
8:11
8:12
8:13
8:14	
8:14	
8:15
8:16
8:17
8:18

9:36
9:38
9:39
9:41
9:42
9:44
9:46
9:47
9:49
9:50
9:52
9:54
9:55
9:57
9:58
10:00
10:02
10:03
10:05
10:06
10:08
10:09
10:11
10:12
10:14
10:15
10:16
10:18
10:19
10:20
10:22

27
28
29
30
1
2
3
4 JUMAADA
AL-UKHRA
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27

JUMAADA
AL-OOLA

óóóóóóóóóóóóóóóóóóóóóóóóó
--

Your (real)
friend can be
only Allâh; and
His messenger
and those who
believe-- who
establish prayer
and pay the
poor due and
bow down (in
worship). And
whoso turns
(for friendship)
to Allâh and
His messenger
and those who
believe: lo! the
party of Allâh,
they are the
victorious.
(5:55-56)
Prayer times
are for the New
Haven area and
are based on
18° for Fajr and
Isha. Check local
newspapers for
your local time
difference.

If you need
prayer timings for
your town,
please send
u s a selfaddressed,
stamped #10
envelope.
Salah schedules are perpetual; i.e. they
are good for
every year.

REGULAR MASJID ACTIVITIES ISLAMIC CENTER OF NEW LONDON
16 Fort St, Groton, CT 06340, (860) 405-8006
AND JUM’A PRAYER TIMES
Juma’ prayer time
1:00 PM
Contact: Br. Imran Ahmed (860) 691-8015

BERLIN MASJID

1781 Berlin Hwy., Berlin, CT 06037, (860) 829-6411
Juma’ prayer time
1:15 PM
Contact: Dr. Ali Antar (860) 582-1002

AL-MADANY ISLAMIC CENTER OF
NORWALK

MASJID AN-NOOR

4 Elton Court, Norwalk, CT 06851 (203)852-0847
Juma’ prayer time
1:00 PM
Contact: Syed Hussain Qadri. (203) 852-0847.

UNIVERSITY OF BRIDGEPORT

10 Outlook St. Stamford, CT 06902 (203)975-2642
Juma’ prayer time
1:00 pm
Contact: Hafiz Haqqani Mian Qadri (203) 975-2642

1300 Fairfield Ave., Bridgeport, CT (203)579-2211
Juma’ prayer time
1:30 PM
Contact: Br. M. Faisal Shamshad (203) 372-2928

STAMFORD ISLAMIC CENTER

Christan Hall, Park Ave. Bridgeport, CT.
Juma’ prayer time
1:00 PM

MASJID DAAR-UL-EHSAAN

739 Terryville Av., Bristol, CT 06010. (860) 585-9742
Juma’ prayer time
1:30 PM
Contact: Br. Muhammed Akhtar Ali (860)589-4512.

ISLAMIC SOCIETY OF WESTERN
CONNECTICUT, DANBURY

ISLAMIC SOCIETY OF STAMFORD

82 Harbor Dr, Stamford, CT 06902
Juma’ prayer time
1:00 pm
Contact: Hafiz AbdulSalam Sumra (203) 255-4327

UNITED MUSLIM MASJID
(MASJID RAHMAN)

388 Main St, Danbury, CT 06810. (203) 744-1328
Juma’ prayer time
1:00 PM
Contact: Br. Asif Akhtar (203)746-7530

132 Prospect Ct. Waterbury, CT. 06704 (203)756-6365
Juma’ prayer time
1:00 PM
Contact Br. Majeed Sharif. (203) 879-7230.

ISLAMIC CENTER OF VERNON

QADARIYA COMMUNITY SER. CTR.
(JAMIA MASJID MUSTAFA ) E.
HTFD.

27 Naek Road, Vernon, CT 06066.
Juma’ prayer time
1:00 PM
20 Church St, East Hartford, CT 06108 (860)282-0786 Contact: Dr. Mahmood Yekta, (860) 648-2844.
AL-NOOR ISLAMIC CENTER INC.
Juma’ prayer time
1:30 PM
4 West Road, Ellington, CT 06029.
Contact: Br. Sajid Bhura (860)830-4453
Juma’ prayer time
1:00 PM
ISLAMIC CENTER OF HAMDEN
60 Connolly Parkway, Wilbur Cross Commons, Unit Daily Qur’an class; Saturday Halaqah
Contact: Br. Ghulam Sarwar, (860) 810-6987.
17-212, Hamden, CT 06514 (203) 562-2757

WEST HAVEN MASJID

Juma’ prayer time
1:30 PM
Friday Dars
8:00 - 11:00 PM
Madrasah:	Every Sunday 9:55AM - 1:30 PM
Mon-Thurs Afternoons, 5:00 - 7:00 PM
Community Dinner 1st Sunday of each month.
Contact: Dr. Abdul Hamid (203) 562-2757

2 Pruden St., West Haven, CT 06516, (203) 933-5799
Juma’ prayer time
1:00 PM
Contact: Br. Mohammad Taroua (203) 287-7561.

MADINA MASJID

57 Pepper St, Monroe. CT06468 (203)261-6222

1 Madina Drive, Windsor, CT 06095, (860) 249-0112
Juma’ prayer time
1:30 PM
Contact: Muhamed M. Haidara 860-655-9042
Madina Academy:Full time School (860)524-9700

MASJID AL-ISLAM

337 Amostown Rd. W. Springfield, MA01105

ICFC MASJID (JAMIA KARAM)

Juma’ prayer time
1:15 PM
Contact: Br. Ahmed Reza (203) 746-0683

ISLAMIC SOCIETY OF WESTERN
MASSACHUSETTS

624 George St. New Haven, CT (203)777-8004
Juma’ prayer time
1:15 PM
Contact: Br. Jimmy Jones (203) 865-5805

(413)788-7546

Juma’ prayer time
1:15 PM
Contact: Dr. Mohammad Ali Hazratji(860)749-8859.

O ye who believe! When the
call is heard for the prayer of
the day of congregation, haste
unto remembrance of Allah
and leave off trading. That is better for you if ye did but know.

Surah al-Jumu’ah (62):9

Visit the Connecticut Council of Masajid website:

http://ccm-inc.org
--

THE CHILDREN’S CORNER
The Call of Ibrāhīm n

This was how Ibrāhīm n tried to convince his people to worship only Allah.
Because Ibrāhīm n recognized that
only Allah was his Lord. And he knew
that Allah was the only thing that always
remained and never disappeared. And
that Allah was strong and nothing overpowered him. Ibrāhīm n knew that Allah was the Lord of the bright star. And
he knew that Allah was the Lord of the
moon and that Allah was the Lord of the
sun. For Ibrāhīm n recognized that Allah was the Lord of all the worlds.
Allah guided Ibrāhīm n and He made
of Ibrāhīm n a prophet and a friend.
And Allah commanded Ibrāhīm to call
his people to worship only Allah and to
forbid them from the worship of idols.
So, Ibrāhīm n called his people to
Allah and he forbade them from worshipping the idols. Ibrāhīm n said to
his people, “What do you worship?”
The people said, “We worship idols.”
“These idols, do they hear you when
you call to them?” asked Ibrāhīm n,
“Do they help you or harm you?”
“No!” replied the people, “But this is
the culture that we learned from our ancestors, they used to worship like this.”
Ibrāhīm n said to them: “Then, as for
me, I do not worship these idols. In fact,
these idols are my enemies.
“I worship the Lord of all the worlds.
The One who created me, and then He
guided me. The One who feeds me and
gives me to drink. And when I get sick,
then He is the one who cures me. And
the One who will cause me to die, and
then He will make me alive again on the
day of judgement.
“The idols cannot even create any-

O

ne night, Ibrāhīm n was gazing at
the sky when he saw a bright star.
“This,” he said to the people of his town,
“Is my Lord.” Then, after a little while,
when the star set and was nowhere to
be found, Ibrāhīm n said, “No! This is
definitely not my Lord!”
The moon rose and Ibrāhīm n looked
at the shining moon and he said to the
people, “This is my Lord.” Then, when
he kept watching and the moon also was
nowhere to be found, he said, “No! This
is definitely not my Lord!”
After some time, the sun rose, so
Ibrāhīm n said, “This is my Lord. This
is the biggest of them!” Then, after a little while, the night came again and the
sun also disappeared like the star and
the moon before it and Ibrāhīm n said
to the people:
“No! This is definitely not my Lord!
“Verily Allah is living and he will
never die. Verily Allah always remains
and he is never missing. Verily Allah is
powerful and nothing overpowers him.
“And the star is a weak thing because
it is overpowered by the morning. And
the moon is weak because it is overpowered by the sun. And the sun is weak because it is overpowered by the night and
it is overpowered by the clouds.
“And the star will not help me because
it is weak. And the moon will not help
me because it is weak. And the sun will
not help me because it is weak.
“But Allah will help me. Because Allah is living and he never dies. And he
will always remain, and he is never lost.
And he is strong, and nothing overpowers him.”
- 10 -
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thing, nor can they guide anyone. The
idols cannot even feed anyone or give
anything to drink. When someone becomes sick, the idols can’t cure him.
And they will never cause anyone to
die, and they can’t bring anyone back to
life.”
Now, in the land of Ibrāhīm n there
was a large city. In the city, there was
a very powerful king who was very oppressive on the people. The people used
to also prostrate in front of this king.
The king heard about Ibrāhīm n, that
he was a young man who only prostrated to Allah and he did not prostrate to
anyone else. When he heard about this,
the king became angry and he sent for
Ibrāhīm n. So Ibrāhīm n came in front
of the king, because Ibrāhīm n would
only fear Allah and he did not fear anyone besides him.
The king said, “Who is your lord, O
Ibrāhīm?”
Ibrāhīm n replied, “My Lord is Allah!”. “Who is Allah, O Ibrāhīm?” asked
the King.
Ibrāhīm n said, “He is the one who
causes life and he gives death.” The
king replied, “But I cause life and I give
death!”
And the king called a man forward,
and he had him killed. Then he called
another man forward, but he let him go
instead of killing him. The king said, “It
is I; I give life and I give death. I killed
one man and I let one man live.” Like

Paradise lies beneath

the mothers’ feet.

this, the king showed that he was very
stupid; like this, every one who worships other than Allah is very stupid.
But Ibrāhīm n wanted for the king to
understand and he wanted his people to
understand. So instead of arguing with
the king, he went on:
“Then verily Allah is the one who
brings the sun out from the east every
morning. So if you have any power, then
you bring it out from the west!”
At this, the king was utterly bewildered, and stunned into silence. The
king was embarrassed in front of the
people, for he could not find any answer
to this.
So, Ibrāhīm n had called to his people, and he had called the king to worship only Allah. Now, Ibrāhīm n wanted to call to his father again, so he said
to him:
“O my beloved father! Why do you
worship what cannot hear and cannot
see? And why do you worship what cannot help or harm you?
“O my beloved father! Don’t worship the Shaytaan! O my beloved father,
worship the Rahmaan (the most merciful one)!”
But Ibrāhīm’s n father just became
angry and he said, “I feel like beating
you, so leave me and don’t speak to me
anymore!” But Ibrāhīm n was very
soft-hearted, so he only replied to his father, “Peace be upon you.” And he said
to him, “I will go away from here, and I
will pray to my Lord.”
Ibrāhīm n had called his people, he
had called the king, and he had called
his father to worship only Allah, but
they had all rejected him. Ibrāhīm n
was filled with sorrow, so he decided to
go to another land where he could worship his Lord and call other people to
- 11 - the worship of Allah.
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that successors of the Prophet g, beacons
of light and learning, shall live through
every age to defend the religion of God
against exaggeration of the over-credulous,
misrepresentation of the dissenters and
gullibility of the naives. This was the predetermined design of God thus explained
through the voice of prophecy.
“A group of my followers shall stick to
the right path and shall also be preponderant. Those who will keep away from them
will be unable to put them to any harm, until the Day of Judgement arrives and finds
them in the same condition.” [Muslim, on
the authority of Thaubān h]
Termination of Prophethood after Muhammad g
After the pre-determined decree of God
had been fulfilled, it was announced that
no guidance in regard to the Creed and the
Law, on which depends the salvation of
man in this world and the next, shall henceforth be imparted through revelation or the
angels or any new messenger of God, and
that the communication of divine command
through these sources shall be terminated
after Muhammad, the last of the prophets.
It is important to observe that the Qur’an
repeatedly refers to the angels, particularly
Gabriel, through whom divine revelations
were sent down to the earlier prophets as
well as to the last Prophet of God for the
edification and guidance of human beings.
“He sendeth down the angels with the
Spirit of His command unto whom He will
 The verses of the Qur’an and the Traditions of the Prophet g leave no doubt that
the divine revelations are communicated
through the medium of angels, particularly
Gabriel. This would also be clear from the
verses quoted here, but most of the books
by theologians and scholastics speak only
of revelation without mentioning Gabriel
or any other angel. The Qur’an, however,
distinctly asserts Gabriel as the medium of
divine revelation.
- 12 -

of His bondmen, (saying) : Warn mankind
that there is no god save Me, so keep your
duty unto Me.”[Q. 16:2]
“And lo ! it is a revelation of the Lord
of the worlds; Which the True Spirit has
brought down upon thy heart, that thou
mayst be (one) of the warners; In plain
Arabic speech.”[Q. 26:192-195]
“And it was not (vouchsafed) to any
mortal that Allah should speak to him unless (it be) by revelation or from behind a
veil, or (that) He sendeth a messenger to
reveal what He will by His leave. Lo ! He
is Exalted, Wise.”[Q. 42:51]
“Say: The Holy Spirit hath revealed it
from thy Lord with truth, that it may confirm (the faith of) those who believe, and
as guidance and good tidings for those who
have surrendered (to Allah).”[Q. 16:102]
“Nor doth he speak of (his own) desire;
It is naught save an inspiration that is inspired, which one of the mighty powers
hath taught him.
“One vigorous; and he grew clear to view
when he was on the uppermost horizon.
“Then he drew nigh and came down till
he was (distant) two bows’ length or even
nearer,
“And He revealed unto His slave that
which He revealed.”[Q. 53:3-10]
“Say (O Muhammad, to mankind) : Who
is an enemy to Gabriel ! For he it is who
hath revealed (this Scripture) to thy heart
by Allah’s leave, confirming that which
was (revealed) before it, and a guidance
and glad tidings to believers.”[Q. 2:97]
“That this is in truth the word of an honored messenger, mighty, established in the
presence of the Lord of the Throne; (One)
to be obeyed, and trustworthy; And your
comrade is not mad; Surely he beheld him
on the clear horizon, and he is not avid of
the Unseen.”[Q. 81:19-24]
To Be Continued
English translation by Mohiuddin Ahmad,
published by the Academy of Islamic Research and Publications, Nadwatul-Ulema,
Lucknow, India, 1979. Reprinted with
permission.

A Simple and Rewarding Path

Faraz Abdul Moid
Allah ’s Secret
Allah Almighty has kept certain secrets
hidden. One such secret is the acceptance
of deeds. At times we think, “How can
such a small deed lead to Jannah?” The
Messenger of Allah (upon him blessings
and peace) has ordered us to never take any
good deed lightly. A good deed is never
insignificant and hence should neither be
passed up nor looked upon as trivial. We do
not know in which deed lie the keys to our
salvation. It may be that a deed we consider as small and insignificant is actually so
pleasing to Allah Almighty that He accepts
it and in consequence forgives all other
shortcomings and mistakes of His servant.
As is narrated in a hadith by Abu Hurayrah
(may Allah be pleased with him), a prostitute once saw a dog panting out of thirst, so
she fed it water to quench it. Consequently,
Allah Almighty forgave her (Bukhari).
Benefit of Simple Deeds in this World
and in the Hereafter
Although in the Hereafter there will be
reward for our virtuous actions, so too in
this world we will be gifted the positive
outcome of those actions. If we understand
that the benefits of good deeds are manifested in this world, then we will easily
fulfill our duties as Muslims. The great
scholar, Shaykh Mufti Muhammad Taqi
Usmani (may Allah preserve him), highlights a point which is often forgotten:
“The methods prescribed by Islam to
better the human lot in the hereafter are not
really difficult; in fact, if one adopts them,
his earthly life too becomes pleasant and
comfortable. But unfortunately, it is generally believed today that observance of
Islamic teachings is difficult and demands
the sacrifice of many worldly advantages,
pleasures, and comforts. Consequently,
most people, being scared of this assumed
difficulty, veer away from the Divine
Path.”
- 13 -

Due to this misconception, we become
ignorant of the fact that there are deeds ordained by Islam which neither entail any
difficulty nor require consumption of much
time and expenditure. If we develop a positive attitude towards our religion, then we
could be piling on tons of virtuous deeds to
be presented to Allah Almighty.
The Messenger of Allah (upon him
blessings and peace) said: “The most beloved actions in the sight of Allah are the
regular ones, even if they amount to little
in quantity”(Bukhari, Muslim).
After we pass away, how foolish would
we feel to look back at the life of this world
and realize the opportunities we missed out
on? How unfortunate we must be to have
ignored those virtuous deeds which entail
no hardship yet harvest great rewards?
May Allah Almighty protect us from such
a misfortune.
Easy Good Deeds
Below is a list of easy and effortless
good deeds which we can adopt. We need
to know what these easy deeds are and then
have the intention of acting upon them for
the sake of seeking Allah’s pleasure. In this
way, small and mundane actions become
virtuous and earn rewards. Additionally, I
suggest everyone to purchase a book written by Shaykh Mufti Muhammad Taqi
Usmani (may Allah preserve him) entitled
Easy Good Deeds from which I have extracted this information.
1. Seeking forgiveness from Allah Almighty on a daily basis.
- One must first come to accept that he/
she commits many mistakes. The Messenger of Allah (upon him blessings and
peace) said, “The children of Adam are
all profuse wrongdoers, but the best of the
profuse wrongdoers are those who repent”
(Tirmidhi).
- The Messenger of Allah (upon him
blessings and peace) said, “Whoever seeks
Allah’s pardon, Allah makes for him a
continued on page 14

continued from page 13

- The Messenger of Allah (upon him
blessings and peace) said, “Whoever invites towards good, then for him is a reward equal to those who follow, but their
reward is not decreased in any way” (Muslim).
6. Avoiding quarreling and argumentation.
- The Messenger of Allah (upon him
blessings and peace) said, “I guarantee a
home in paradise to him who gives up a
quarrel even though he may be in the right”
(Abu Dawud).
7. Remembering Allah (dhikr) verbally
and mentally.
- One of those who will be under the
shade of Allah on the Day of Judgment is
he/she who remembered Allah in private
and so his/her eyes shed tears (Bukhari).
- “Oh you who believe, remember Allah abundantly” (Qur’an, 33:41). Dhikr is
a pleasant and easy form of worship that
can be performed continuously in any situation, whether orally or mentally, silently
or audibly. It requires neither wudu nor
ghusl.
- The Messenger of Allah (upon him
blessings and peace) said, “The most virtuous form of remembrance is La ilaha illallah, and the most virtuous supplication is
al-hamdu lillah” (Tirmidhi).
- The Messenger of Allah (upon him
blessings and peace) said, “The first to be
called to Paradise on the Day of Judgment
will be those who praised Allah during
times of prosperity and adversity” (Bayhaqi). An added worldly benefit of dhikr
during adverse times is that it assists in alleviating the difficulty, and provides mental and psychological tranquility.
8. Starting work early in the morning.
- The Messenger of Allah (upon him
blessings and peace) said, “O Allah, bless
my Ummah in the mornings” (Tirmidhi).
- Studying early in the morning puts
barakah (blessing) into it, hence making it
more efficient.
continued on page 15

way out of all tight corners, removes all
his worries, and grants him sustenance
from sources he had never imagined” (Abu
Dawud).
- The Messenger of Allah (upon him
blessings and peace) said, “Glad tidings are
for him who finds abundant invocations for
forgiveness recorded in his book of deeds”
(Ibn Majah).
2. Being optimistic and hopeful with Allah.
- The Messenger of Allah (upon him
blessings and peace) said, “Hoping for
good is also an act of worship of Allah”
(Tirmidhi).
3. Initiating salaam to a Muslim brother/
sister with a smile.
- The Messenger of Allah (upon him
blessings and peace) said, “It is a good
deed that you meet your [Muslim] brother
with a smiling face” (Muslim).
- The Messenger of Allah (upon him
blessings and peace) said, “The closest to
Allah of people is the one who begins the
salaam” (Abu Dawud).
- The Messenger of Allah (upon him
blessings and peace) said, “The one who
initiates the salaam is free of pride” (Bayhaqi).
	4. Brushing one’s teeth with proper niyyah (intention).
- The Messenger of Allah (upon him
blessings and peace) said, “The tooth-stick
purifies the mouth and pleases the Lord”
(Bukhari).
- Although we brush our teeth at least
once a day, many of us may not know that
this is a highly encouraged deed in Islam.
By simply knowing this fact and having
the intention to please Allah, one will receive reward for brushing one’s teeth. This
includes using the modern toothbrush and
toothpaste. Using the traditional miswaak
has additional benefits and virtues.
5. Informing and inviting others towards
good deeds.
- 14 -
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9. Sending Salaat and Salaam upon the
Messenger of Allah (upon him blessings
and peace).
- As is stated in hadith, whoever recites
salawat/durud upon the Messenger of Allah (upon him blessings and peace) once,
ten good deeds are recorded on his/her account, ten sins are pardoned, and he/she is
elevated by ten stages (Ahmad, Nasa’i).
- The Messenger of Allah (upon him
blessings and peace) said, “The closest to
me on the Day of Judgment will be the
one who invokes blessings upon me most
abundantly” (Tirmidhi).
- Imam Sakhawi (may Allah have mercy
on him) writes that this deed has worldly
advantages such that it increases wealth,
removes hardships of poverty, and fulfills
one’s needs. It is considered to be the most
blessed and beneficial for one’s din and
worldly existence.
10. Removing garbage and harmful
things from the path.
- The Messenger of Allah (upon him
blessings and peace) said, “Removing
filth (or painful thing) from the way is a
sadaqah (charity)” (Bukhari).
- Also, parking one’s car in a way as to
make it easy for others to move and park is
a virtuous deed.
11. Beginning every important work by
first saying Bismillah.
- A Sahabi (may Allah be pleased with
him) complained of pain in his body, to
which the Messenger of Allah (upon him
blessings and peace) replied, “Place your
hand at the place where you feel pain in
your body and say Bismillah three times
and seven times I seek refuge with Allah
and with His Power from the evil that I find
and that I fear” (Muslim).
- The Messenger of Allah (upon him
blessings and peace) said that any important affair not begun with Bismillah is imperfect and devoid of barakah (blessings).
So if we wish to maximize in our studying,
continued on page 16

one from remaining in the Fire forever.
“Increase” and “Decrease” of Îmân
Does faith “increase” and “decrease” or
not? Again, the opinions on this issue are
merely verbal distinctions. Those who are
referring to the “perfect faith”, encompassing actions as well, then it refers to the
increase or decrease of actions. As for the
essence of îmân, it is a (qualitative) state of
being whereas “increase” and “decrease”
are quantitative – thus, (according to this
meaning), îmân does not literally increase
or decrease. However, since “increase” and
“decrease” are sometimes used with the
meaning of “intensity” or “weakness” and
it is according to this meaning that one’s
conviction can “increase” or “decrease”. In
the Holy Qur’ân, whenever the term “increase”, etc. has been used, it is used with
the sense of “intensity.” In the opinion of
the authorities of language (ahl-e-lughat)
the word “increase” is commonly used (in
this meaning), although according to the
authorities of phraseology (ahl-e-istilâh)
there is a technical difference between
“increase” and “intensity.” Hence, the difficulties in this regard have been cleared.
To Be Continued
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work, etc. it is imperative that we
say Bismillah.
12. Thanking Allah Almighty for
every blessing and benefit.
- Allah informs us, “If you are
grateful, I will add more favors unto
you” (14:7).
- Allah describes how He will reward those who are grateful, “…and
swiftly shall we reward those who
are grateful” (3:145).
- The Messenger of Allah (upon
him blessings and peace) said, “The
one who eats and is thankful is like
the one who fasts and is patient”
(Tirmidhi).
13. Making Du’a (supplication)
to Allah for all your worldly and religious needs.
- Allah Almighty orders us in the
Qur’an, “Call on Me, I will answer
you” (40:60).
- Du’a is an always-win situation
because Du’a is always accepted,
although in different ways. Additionally, one is rewarded simply for
turning to and asking Allah.
Sources:
Easy Good Deeds, Shaykh Mufti
Muhammad Taqi Usmani
Provisions for the Seekers, Shaykh
‘Ashiq Ilahi al-Bulandshehri and
Shaykh Abdur-Rahman ibn Yusuf
Salat & Salam, Shaykh Abdur-Rahman ibn Yusuf
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,
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Hamden, CT 06514
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ASHURA’ (Fast on 9th and 10th, or 10th and 11th of Muharram.)
MAULUD-UN-NABI Birth of the Prophet Muhammad (Rabiul
Awwal) - Death of the Prophet (12 Rabiul Awwal).
ISRA and MIRAJ (The anniversary of the Night Journey of
the Prophet Muhammad to Jerusalem & his Ascension then to
Heaven)(27 Rajab).
NESFU SHABAAN (Shub-e-Barat)(middle of the month of
Shabaan)(night between 14 &15).
BEGINNING OF THE MONTH OF Ramadân.
LAILA TUL QADER (NIGHT OF VALUE) A night during the
last 10 days of Ramadân.
EID UL-FITR (1st. Shawwal)
WAQFATU-ARAFAT (Pilgrims assemble on Arafat Plain,
Makkah)(9 Zul-Hijj).
EID UL-ADHA (Feast of sacrifice)(10 Zul-Hijj).
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